
"Airplane" To Zoom Through Zion 
By BRUCE ROBERTS 
Chronicle Rock Editor · 

"We like to put the music down 
.like a big hand and grab you and 
shake you. We like the excitement 
of rock." This is how group leader 
Marty Balin describes the music 

,.. that 'will hit Salt Lake February 
10, when the Jefferson Airplane 
performs two shows at The Terrace. 

The Jefferson Airplane has met 
with phenomenal success over the 
past year in both recording and 
performing. In 1967, three singles 
and two albums grac.ed the charts 
for several weeks, and Billboard 
Magazine rated the Airplane as the 

top singles group of the year. 

Sellouts At Fillmore 
The San Francisco-based group 

also added several successful tours 
to their credit over the past year. 
The Airplane has been a steady 
sellout at the famous Fillmore Au
ditorium in San Francisco, a nd 
with tours and several television 
performances behind them, they 
have earned the current ti tle as 
America 's top group, both by criti
cal and popular acclaim. 

A major claim of the Airplane's 
popularity is due to the fantastic 
performances they stage. With 
probably the finest ·light show in 

the nation, and a sound that com
bines blues, folk , rock and jazz, 
The Jefferson Airplane has become 
the national ambassador of the 
San Francisco sound. 

A San Francisco critic o n c e 
described the opening of an Air
p~ane performance in the Fillmore 
Auditorium. "The snarl of an en
gine splits the stillness. Out of the 
half-light, the projected silhouette 
of a piper cub glides ghostlike 
across the wall. Suddenly, sound 
track and silhouette become a 
screaming, whooshing jet t h a t 
drives at the stage and disinte
grates with a shattering roar in 

the midst of s ix m usicians . The 
drummer roars back with a thump
ing beat, the guitarists twang away 
lustily, and voices willing, a ll sys
tems go, the Jefferson Airplane 
takes off." 

The famous J efferson Air plane 
"total environment light show" will 
be featured along with the groups 
at The Terrace. Unequalled in the 
Intermountain West, this light show 
will be provided by Maynerd Asso
ciates, a local techl1ical artistic 
combine. The light show will fea
ture prepared slides, experimental 
films, liquid projections , four-col
.lorep strobes , and various other op-

tical illusions and photokinetic eff
ects Which have never been used 
in Salt Lake. 

Enroute To Europe 
The three-year-old group will per

form in Salt Lake enroute to their 
first European tour. Salt Lake will 
be the only stop for the Airplanes 
in the United States, and White 
Rabbit productions managers Dick 
Bagley and Paul Black say that the 
performance will be the highlight 
of the Salt Lake pop music scene 
this year. 

Six members compose the group. 
Leader of the group is guitarist 
Marty Balin , who writes most of the 
Airplanes' material. Singing most of 
the lead is Grace Slick, the "stew
ardess" of the_, grOl\B· Also on gui-

: tar are Paul Kantner, Jorma Kau
l konen and Jack Cassidy, while 

Alex Spence provides percussion. 

RCA Victor Ccntra-0t 

The Jefferson Airplane is current
ly working under a massive con
tract with RCA Victor records. 
Their first single, "Bringing .Me 
Down," was an immediate hit 
across the nation in early 1967, 
and was followed up with, "It's No 
Secret.'' Soon after their singles 
success, The Airplane released their 
first album, "The Jefferson Air
plane Takes Off." Later in 1967, 
they came out with a second al
bum, " Surrealistic Pillow," which 
is still one of the top selling LPs 
in the country. Two more big sin
gles, "White Rabbit," and "Some
hody To Love," both made it to 
the top ten. In December of 1967, 
The Jefferson Airplane released 
their latest album, "After Bathing 
At pexter's." This album, offering 
a wide variety of sounds that is un
doubtedly their best effort yet, is 
currently one of the top twenty in 
the nation. "You, Me, and Pooneil," 
a nd "Two Tears," are the singles 
taken off this album. 

Ralph Gleason, ' mµsic critic of 
the San Francisco Chronicle, is con
vinced that the Jefferson Airplane 
has the finest sound ever to come 
out of electronic music. He says, 
" Listening to rock bands has con
vinced me that we are in the pro
cess of evolving a new kind of elec
tronic music. The sound of the 
Jefferson Airplane is a jet-age 
sound, but its music speaks for all 
time, once you open your ears to 
it." 

Taj lUahal T~ Appe$-

Appearing with tne Aitplane at 
The Terrace will be the Taj Mahal 
:i;nues Band, another rjsing. .San 
Francisco group. The Taj Mahal 
recently released an album on C0-
lumbia Records that is already rjs 
ing on the charts. Also playing for 
the shows-will be the War of Arma
geddon, a local group with its 
sights set on national recognit ion. 

The Jefferson Airplane will ap
pear for two shows Feb. 10, a t 7 

. and 10 p.m. The first show is open 
to the entire public, while the la te 
show will be restricted to persons 
18 and over. Tickets are curr ently 
on sale at The White Rabbit, 476 
Third Ave., The House of Music, 
The Terrace, and The Blue Door in 
Ogden. Also, a limited portion of 
the tickets will be held for door 
sales. Admission will be F50 per 
persori. 


