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Sale of Smokey's Records Fails! 
Fabled Commu1;1ity Resource to Close Forever! 

Going-Out-of-Business Sale Starts May 1st 

Smokey's Records, perhaps Utah's best 
music store, an excellent source for fine 
recordings from an infinite number of 
genres, having served all of Utah and the 
Intermountain West since 1981, will close 
its doors forever sometime in the middle of 
this summer, 1995. 

John "Smokey" Koelsch, the principal 
owner of the corporation dba Smokey's 
Records, in agreement with his partner 
Libbi Poppystonc, has opted to "throw in 
the towel," so to speak, after having tried 
unsuccessfully to sell the business. 

After many years of steady sustained 
growth, Smokey's Records reached its 
watershed in 1993. Profits exceeded 
everyone's expectations, and yet, despite the 
success of the moment, Smokey could see 
the gathering clouds on the horizon. He put 
the shop up for sale in the spring of 1994 
through the auspices of Babs Delay of 
Lewis, Walcott and Dornbush realtors. The 
plan was to sell both the business and the 
building (also owned by Smokey) together. 

Babs did her best to sell Smokey's 
Records but her efforts were stymied by a 
curious tum of events generated in part by 
the sales campaign itself. Competitors in 
the local music business, when informed by 
leller of the proposed sale, took it to mean 
at that time that "Smokey's was going out 
of business," which was not the fact. Some 
of these competitors (like James Alfred at 
"Get in Here") cranked up the rumor mill by 
saying things like ... "oh, his doors are 
locked already. You'll have to shop here to 
get the things you used to buy at 
Smokey's." 

It was a pretty cheap shot to try to steal 
the customer base from Smokey's Records 
in such a manner. However, sales at 
Smokey's Records fell off precipitously. 
This prompted Smokey to ask that Babs not 
usc a "For Sale" sign on the building. He 
also increased his advertising budget to try 
to tell people that Smokey's Records was 
"sti 11 here." 

Sales declined not only because of the 
"going-out-of-business" scare, but also 
because of the advent of the new multi
media "Mega-Stores." Blockbuster bought 
out Soundoff and enlarged it in quantum 
proportions. The behemoth known as Media 
Play also appeared, and with its powerful 
bankroll was able to saturate the 
marketplace with audio, visual, and print 
advertising so conspicuous as to render the 
modest advertising budget of a small 
business like Smokey's Records totally 
ineffectual. Not to mention the fact that the 
Werehouse chain came in and bought out 
Pegasus Records. Presently, there are other 
huge chain stores poised to jump in on the 
Salt Lake market and both Blockbuster and 
Media Play are in the process of opening up 
more stores in the Valley. 

So last year's "gathering clouds on the 
horizon" now are raining bullets on this 

enterprising, locally owned service-oriented 
music store. Its anguished death throws will 
go largely unnoticed by that huge portion of 
the populace which is increasingly geared 
towards speed, instant gratification, and all 
the glitter and glam. 

Smokey's Records, never a "glitter and 
glam" store, has always tried to serve the 
community and cater to its most diverse 
musical tastes. However, it cannot do so 
any more in a market place like this. 

So it means liquidation. The "i4th 
Anniversary Sale" will also be the real 
"Going Out of Business Sale," starting May 
1st. Initially, everything will be reduced in 
price. New CDs and tapes, · 10% off. All 
used CDs as well as all the LPs (new and 
used) will be sold at 50% off. Watch for 
further reductions in price as the liquidation 
progresses; but also realize that your best 
selection is now. 



Smokey's 
Corner 

I'm sure that for a lot of you, this 
final newsletter comes as a shock. It hasn't 
been easy to come to terms with for me, 
either. Emotionally speaking, I kind of 
compare it to the feelings one might have 
when preparing to accept the pending death 
of a terminally ill child. It's awful, and 
yet, I do believe that when it is all over, 
I'll be smiling. The stresses and strains of 
keeping Smokey's Records going will all 
be in the past. My life will go on. 

At one point recently, I sat down 
and tried to make a list of all the people I 
wanted to thank--quickly it became a 
prodigious list; and it kept growing. 
Finally I realized in frustration that there 
was no way I could make a real thank-you 
list of everybody who had touched me in 
one way or another or who had helped the 
shop out in some special context...so I 
gave that up and decided to simply say: 
Thank-you, all of you! Together we've 
been a part of a 14-year adventure and I'm 
glad you were there. You know who you 
are--why don't you swing by the shop, 
stop in and say hi. Maybe you'll find a CD 
or two or a used record, but mostly it will 
be nice to see you again. 

s~ 

Smokey Koelsch in his original 
"Blues, Rags and Hollers" days, 

1964. 

Smokey's Records' Newletter is ©1995 by 
Smokey's Records. All rights reserved. 
Written by John Koelsch. Produce by Joe 
Stohel. 
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Explanations of the Charts 
Out of curiosity, the other day I decided 

to go back through our sales records and 
see just exactly what sort of music we had 
been selling here at Smokey's Records. The 
results were quite interesting in that they 
provided more than one insight into the 
tastes of our most loyal clientele. Since I 
thought you might be interested, I'll share 
these lists with you. 

Included here is a spread which shows 
different . types of music and their 
percentage of sales using actual sales 
records from December 26, 1994 to March 
15, 1995. The percentages are revealing in 
that they tend to support the contention 
that Smokey's Records has been recognized 
as a true "alternative" source; a store where 
one finds music not sold in other stores. 

The 12 1/2% figure for jazz sales is 
significant especially since it's national 
sales average is, I believe, somewhere 
around 3%. Our jazz sales are of the 
Coltrane-Mingus-Miles Davis type, not the 
"elevator jazz" or the "breeze" sort of thing. 
Also very significant in this regard is the 
huge figures for folk and bluegrass (20 
1/2%), blues (9%), and British Isles (8%). 
Added together, these figures overwhelm 
the store's sales of rock music (all types--at 
27 1/2%!) 

The music charts were compiled over 
the entire period this store has been in 
business. Our "top 40" chart represents 
cumulative sales of compact discs here at 
Smokey's Records. Notice the 
preponderance of folk-type artists. Nanci 
Griffith wins the award as our all-time best 
selling artist, with six titles listed 
including the #1 album Other Voices, 
Other Rooms. And it is interesting to see 
Miles Davis' Kind of Blue as high as it is. 
The complete recordings of Robert Johnson 
coming in at #22 represents our best 
selling real blues package on the list The 
fact that the Beatles and Talking Heads 

come in only on the bottom of the list 
says something about our appeal, or 
relative lack of, to the rock and roll world, 
where our best selling "rock" acts are Eric 
Clapton, Paul Simon and Bonnie Raitt. 

And in a way, the top 40 chart 
represents sort of a "narrow"-seeming taste 
in music which, despite- the fact that it is 
based on sheer volume of sales, seems to 
misrepresent us in some ways. 

That is why I continued with the other 
charts, the top ten charts for our sales in 
the following categories: jazz, blues, 
British Isles, world music, classical and 
local/regional artists. In the belief that 
volume isn't everything, when these charts 
are analyzed along with the top 40 chart, I 
really do believe we have a more accurate 
picture of what Smokey's Records has been 
all about. 

Of particular interest in this regard, I 
thought it would be useful to include the 
top ten local/regional artists chart because 
we have always felt committed to 
presenting local talent as part of our service 
to the community. 

Notice how popular Beth Mcintosh of 
Jackson, Wyoming has been. It's 
surprising to note, however, the meteoric 
rise of Kate MacLeod, whose album Trying 
to Get it Right released only last autumn, 
already stands at the number two spot on 
"this list. "Number two with a bullet" 
would describe Kate's chart position using 
the industry "lingo" of Billboard magazine. 

As with our commitment to local 
artists, our commitment to this 
community has been central to our 
operations. Losing Smokey's Records may 
come as a blow to many of you, and 
because of this, I am indeed sorry. But the 
time has come for me to move on. Thanks 
to all of you, and, as Duke Ellington said-
In a melltone! 

--Smokey 



Smokey's Records All-Time Best Sellers 
Smokey's Records 

All-Time Top 40 CDs 
1. Nanci Griffith- Other Voices/Other 

Rooms 
2. Shawn Colvin -Steady On 
3. Eric Clapton- Unplugged 
4. Strength in Numbers- Telluride 

Sessions 
5. Paul Simon - Grace/and 
6. Nanci Griffith- One Fair Summer 

Evening 
7. 1 erry Garcia/David Crisman 
8. John Gorka- Land of the Bottom Line 
9. (Lie) Nanci Griffith- Lone Star State of 

Mind 
9. (tie) Bonnie Raitt- Nick of Time 
11. (tie) Miles Davis- Kind of Blue 
11. (tie) Paul Simon -Rhythm of the 

Saints 
13. Kate Wolf- Gold in California 
14. Beth Mcintosh- Fire and Sage 
15. Nanci Griffith- Late Night Grand 

Hotel 
16. Lyle Lovett- Lyle Lovett and his 

Large Band 
17. Enya- Shepherd's Moon 
18. (tie) Nanci Griffith - Storms 
18. (tie) John Prine- The Missing Years 
18. (tie) Michelle Shocked- Short, Sharp 

Shocked 
21. Alison Krauss- I've Got That Old 

Feeling 
22. (tie) Robert Johnson - The Complete 

Recordings 
22. (tie) Bonnie Raitt- Luck of the Draw 
24 . (tie) Mary Chapin Carpenter- Come 

On Come On 
24. (tie) Shawn Colvin - Fat City 
26. David Wilcox- How Did You Find Me 

Here 
27. (Lie) Bela Fleck- Drive 
27. (tie) Kate Wolf- Give Yourself to 

Love 
29. Peter Rowan- Dust Bowl Children 
30. Nanci Griffith -Little Love Affairs 
31 . Beatles- Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts 

Club Band 
32. Talking Heads -Stop Making Sense 
33. (tie) Beatles - White Album 
33. (tie) Lyle Lovett- Pontiac 
33. (tie) George Winston- December 
36. (tie) Nanci Griffith- Last of the True 

Believers 
36. (tie) k. d. lang- Absolute Torch and 

Twang 
36. (tie) Michelle Shocked- Arkansas 

Traveler 
39. Alison Krauss- Everytime You Say 

Goodbye 
40. Old and in the Way 

Jazz Top 10 
1. Miles Davis - Kind of Blue 
2. Gene Harris -Funky Gene's 
3. AI Di Meola, John McLaughlin, Paco 

DeLucia- Friday Night in San 
Francisco 

4. Dave Bruebeck - Time Out 
5. Gene Harris- A Little Piece of Heaven 
6. (tie) Miles Davis - Sketches of Spain 
6. (tie) Shirley Hom- You Won't Forget 

Me 
8. Sonny Rollins - Saxophone Colossus 
9. John Coltrane- A Love Supreme 
10. John Coltrane -My Favorite Things 

Blues Top 10 
1. Robert Johnson - The Complete 

Recordings 
2. John Lee Hooker- The Healer 
3. Buddy Guy- Damn Right, I've Got the 

Blues 
4. Stevie Ray Vaughan- In Step 
5. Various Artists- Alligator Records 

20th Anniversary Collection 
6. Buddy Guy and Junior Wells -Alone 

and Acoustic 
7. Stevie Ray Vaughan- The Sky is 

Crying 
8. Stevie Ray Vaughan- Couldn't Stand 

the Weather 
9. Saffrre- The Uppity Blueswomen 

(1st Alligator CD) 
10. John LeeHooker -Mr. Lucky 

British Isles Top 10 
1. Loreena McKennitt- The Visit 
2. The Chieftains- The Bells of Dublin 

(Christmas disc) 
3. Connie Dover - Somebody 
4. Mary Black- Babes in the Woods 
5. Yankee Clipper- Hauling Home 
6. Mary Black- No Frontiers 
7. Maura O'Connell- Helpless Heart 
8. Mark Jardine- Come the Seasons 
9. (tie) The Chieftains- Celebration 
9. (tie) Loreena McKennitt- The Mask 

and the Mirror 

World Music Top 10 
1. Ry Cooder and V. M. Bhatt- A 

Meeting by the River 
2. Ladysmith Black Mambazo - Shaka 

Zulu 
3. Huayucaltia- Caminos 
4. Outback - Baka 
5. Strunz & Farah -Primal Magic 
6. Outback - Dance the Devil Away 
7. (tie) Astor Piazzola- Tango: Zero Hour 
7. (tie) Gipsy Kings- (1st CD) 
9. Sukay- Instrumental Music of the 

Andes 
10. Le Mystere De Voix Bulgares, Vol . 1 

Classical Top 10 
1. Vivaldi- Four Seasons (Ozawa, Boston 

Symphony with J. Silverstein) 
2. Benedictine Monks of Santo Domingo 

De Silos - Chant 
3. Copeland - Appalacian 

Spring/Rodeo/Fanfare (L. Lane, 
Atlanta Symphony) 

4 . Carreras, Domingo, Pavarotti- The 
Three Tenors in Concert 

5. Andres Segovia- Collection, Vol. 1 
"All Bach" 

6. Orff- Carmina Burana (Levine) 
7. (tie) Anonymous 4- An English 

Ladymass 
7. (tie) Greatest Hits of 1720 
7. (tie) Andres Segovia- Collection, vol. 

2, Rodrigo, Ponce, and Torroba 
10. Bach -Goldberg Variations (Glenn 

Gould -later version) 

Regional/Local Artists Top 10 
1. Beth Mcintosh - Fire and Sage 
2. Kate MacLeod- Trying to Get it Right 
3. Maggie Beers and Julie Mark- Lunatic 

Tango 
4. Beth Mcintosh- Grizzlies Walking 

Upright 
5. Various Artists- Folk Utah 
6. Yankee Clipper- Hauling Home 
7. Sugarbeat (Matt Flinner) 
8. Mark Jardine- Come the Seasons 
9. Beth Mcintosh - Songline 
10. Doug Wintch - Wooden Nickels 

Smokey Koelsch, 1994 

I want people to understand! They can! 
They can! They can! 

So open your ears and hear the voice of the 
classical Band. 

from "Old Love Story," Allen Ginsberg 



You know, one of the things I'll miss 
the most when the record store is gone will 
be my unique position, by nature of my 
work, to introduce new music to people. 
And even though this final newsletter 
should be mostly a retrospective, I still 
can't resist reviewing a couple of things-
the significance of these two releases, I 
think, merit their inclusion herein. Read 
and enjoy, and remember, these two 
albums have my highest recommendation. 

Andy Wilkinson 
Charlie Goodnight--
His Life In Poetry and Song 
Grey Horse Press 

Only last week I received in the mail a 
review copy of Texas singer/songwriter and 
cowboy poet Andy Wilkinson's latest 
recording project, Charlie Goodnight. 
This last January when I was attending the 
annual Cowboy Poetry Gathering in Elko, 
I enjoyed Mr. Wilkinson's work in person. 
The Charlie Goodnight recording was 
available there in the Cowboy Mercantile 
Shop, but the $30.00 price tag scared me 
away. But now that I've heard it (over and 
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Life, said the Viking chieftain, is a bird 
that flies out of the night, into the lighted 
hall, circles once and flies out again, back 
into the night... 

from "Confessions of a Barbarian," 
Edward Abbey 

CD Reviews 
over, I might add), I believe the price is a 
real bargain for a work of art as well done 
as this. 

The package contains one CD, one 
cassette (of the same) plus a 46 page book 
containing all the songs and poetry 
included on the CD and cassette. The 
subject matter is historical in nature, 
tracing the life and times of Charlie 
Goodnight, one of the most celebrated 
characters in the days of the great cattle 
drives of the immediate post-Civil War era 
out on the high plains. The music and the 
poems were all written by Andy Wilkinson 
and they are a clear testament to his talent. 
The project won this year's National 
Heritage Wrangler Award for Best 
Contemporary Music. It is absolutely 
stunningly beautiful. 

"Spider John" Koerner, 
Dave "Soaker" Ray, 
and Tony "Little Sun" Glover 
Blues Rags and Hollers (reissue) 
Red House Records 

Blues Rags and Hollers. Yeah. This 
was seminal music of my youth. 
Originally released in 1963, this recording, 
which probably has been out of print for 
over twenty years, was directly responsible 
for turning yours truly (Smokey) into a 
blues freak, and therefore, is indirectly 
responsible for the existence of Smokey's 
Records. 

Growing up in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area in the early 1960s was about 
what you might expect: kind of a mundane 
urban adolescence. Suddenly these local 
guys came out with this record. It sure 
didn't sound like Peter, Paul and Mary or 
the Fleetwoods! It was Koerner, Ray, and 
Glover's own unique brand of acoustic folk 

blues and I dug the hell out of it! I was a 
changed person, and I might add, I was not 
the only one. This record inspired many 
from my generation to explore the blues. 
Nationally, the album was a significant 
catalyst for the urban folk-blues "revival" 
of the 1960s. 

Sometimes I feel that doing my old 
radio show and running Smokey's Records 
for all these years was sort of a "search for 
the lost key" like seeking the "Holy Grail" 
while Koerner, Ray and Glover's Blues 
Rags and Hollers was out of print! And 
now it's back, so the search is over. 

These three guys were young back then
-Dave was only 19 at the time and Koerner 
and Glover were in their early twenties. 
You wouldn't have guessed it by their 
music, however. The blues tunes contained 
on this disc show a surprising grasp of the 
intensity and depth of the music; ancl the 
interpretations by Koerner, Ray and Glover 
of this music match that depth and 
intensity. Koerner, Ray and Glover once 
said, "Just because we're from the wrong 
end of the Mississippi doesn't mean we're 
not any good." How true. Blues Rags and 
Hollers is a real folk blues masterpiece. 

Someday I'm gonna get out of here, go 
somewhere alone 

Yeah I'm going to leave this town with 
noise of rattling bone 

I got the sickness blues, you'll miss me 
when I'm gone. 

from "Sickness Blues," Allen Ginsberg 




