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1 Writers continue conference
The 22nd annual Writers' Con-

ference will continue at the Uni-

versity through Friday. Included
among this weeks' sessions are
three lectures and readings open
to the public. All are in Mark
Greene Hall.

Seymour Epstein (pictured be-

low left) will speak this morning
at 11:15. Mr. Epstein authored
the novels "Pillar of Salt", "Le-

ah" and "Caught in That Music".
His collected short stories have
been published under the titles
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"Short Story I" and "A Penny
for Charity".

Henry Taylor, conference di-

rector, will give a reading Wednes-
day at 11:15 a.m. Prof. Taylor
published "The Horse Show at
Midnight", a collection of his
poetry.

William Stafford (photo at
right) will present the Benjamin
E. Grey Memorial Lecture Thurs
day, 8 p.m. Mr. Stafford is a poet
who has published widely. Collec-

tions include "Allegiances", "The
Rescued Year", "Traveling
Through The Dark", and "West
of Your City".

The short story specialist fea-

tured at this years' conference is
Jesse Hill Ford (photo below).
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Last year's grants totaled

$28. 7 million, Fletcher reports
BY JANICE CLARK

riironii'lc Stuff

In spite of the 10 percent cut in federal grants to education,
giants received by the University during the last fiscal year totaled
$28,727,878 an increase over the previous year of almost $75,000.
This report was made to the Institutional Council Monday by Uni-

versity President James C. Fletcher.
In June the council approved (lie formation of College of Hu-

manities, Collcgo of Science and College, of Social and Behavioral
Sciences from (lie College of Letters and Science because it was felt
that the College of Letters and Science had become too large and
difficult to administer.

Tlie council lias now approved the appointment of Dr. Alfred A.
Cave, former dean for humanities in the College of Letters and
Science and professor of history to dean of the College of Humanities.
Former dean for science in the College of Letters and Science, Dr.
Pete D. Gardner, was named dean of the College of Science. The
College of Social and Behavioral Science dean will be Dr. William F.
Prokasy, former dean for social and behavioral sciences and pro-
fessor of psychology.

Oilier appointments approved included Dr. Ronn E. Harding to
be assistant dean of the College of Law and Dr. Edwin A. Read to
associate dean of the Graduate School of Education.

Kdward Abbey, author of "Desert Solitaire," was approved to bo
for fall quarter. "Desert Solitaire" was written

from his experiences in remote areas of Utah's Arches Nutioiuil
Monument.

"We are fortunate to have the services of Mr. Abl)ey. As a
novelist and writer of Southwestern books he is not ordinarily open
to stints at colleges and universities, preferring to do his writing
and pursue that lonely occupation as a national park ranger and fire
warden," said Dr. Edward Lueders, chairman of the Department
of English.

Mr. Abbey will leacli one advanced and one introductory class
in Utah's writing program and will give one public lecture during
his residence.

In other action, the council rejected bids on renovating of the
Einar Nielson Fieldhouse because they were all over the amount
allowed in the budget. The increase was the result of restrictions
imposed bv the fire marshal which would cost .t:n 000

Dope's doped

Sprayed marijuana may cause birth defects
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BY FLOYD NORRIS
College Press Service

WASHINGTON The next load
of marijuana Jrom the mideast
may contain a pesticide which a

government commission recom-
mended "should be immediately
restricted to prevent risk of hu-

man exposure" because it is pos-

sible the pesticida causes birth
defects.

State Department of Agricul-
ture officials assured the Chron-
icle Monday that they are not

eradicating Utah's wild mari-

juana crop with l, or any
other herbicide.

Under A joint effort of the
Bureau of Narcotics and Danger-
ous Drugs and the Extension Serv-

ice of tho Agricultural Service,
farmers throughout the midwest
are being urged by County Agents
to spray the pesticide 2, on
wild marijuana crops. A major
effort is underway in 20 counties
in 10 midwestern states, but the

Program is nationwide, according
to George H. Gaffney, Special As-

sistant to the Director of t h e
BNDD and project officer for
the attempt to destroy marijuana.

There has been no research on
the effects of 2, when smoked,
as might by a person
"sing marijuana which had pre-

viously been sprayed with t h e

But there has been
(Pesticide. the effect of 2, 4 D

when ingested, and that research
caused the Commission on Pesti-

cides and their Relationship to

Environmental Health (commonly
known as the Mrak Commission),
which reported to HEW Secretary
Robert Finch last December, to

recommend that "tho use of cur-

rently registered pesticides t o

which humans are exposed and
which are found to be teratogen-
ic (cause birth defects) by suit-

able test procedures in one or

more mammalian species should

be immediately restricted to pre-

vent risk of human exposure. Such

pesticides in current use include

... the butyl, isopropyl, and l

esters of 2,4-- . . ."

That recommendation sprang
from a study by the Bioneties Re-

search Lab which found signifi-

cant relationships between birth

defects and ingestion of 3 of 6

esters of 2,4-- by female mice,

hamsters, and chicks. The Com-

mission recommended further re

search on the other three esters

of the pesticide.
The ester of 2,4-- depends on

the substance it is immersed in

for spraying. The test results in-

dicate that which ester is used

may make a difference in possible

dangers from the pesticide, but

the campaign being run by the
does n o tfederal government

mention the possible hazards of

various esters.
It is possible that 2,4-- may

be even more dangerous when

smoked, according to Dr. Jo- -

Since the stomach' defenses
are bypassed, McLaughlin
thinks more 2,4-- will probably
gel Into the bloodstream, thus
Increasing the danger of birth
defects.
Unlike DDT, 2,4 D does not

build up in the body, and leaves
within a few weeks. Therefore
only pregnant women or women
who will become pregnant within
a couple of weeks need worry
about the possibilities of consum-

ing 2,4 D.

The U.S. Senate Subcommittee
on Energy, Natural Resources and
the Environment, chaired by Sen-

ator Philip Hart (D Mich) recent-

ly held hearings on 2,4-D- . L e n

liickwit, the Chief Counsel for the

Subcommittee, says that testi-- -

mony developed at the hearings
convinces him that "it seems un-

reasonable to sanction the use of
2,4 D for any purpose."

When sprayed on marijuana, the
2,4 D will cause the dope to turn
blown and shrivel, probably with-

in four days to a week. This
means it would be entirely pos-

sible that the marijuana could be

picked and smoked after spraying
but before the effects showed.

Since marijuana is generally
purchased in small bags in
crushed form, it is possible that
the purchaser would not be able
to tell if the dope had been sprayed
even after it had browned.

Once sprayed, the pesticide will

(Continued on Page 3)

seph Mc Laughlin, J r., a re-

searcher for the Food and Drug
Administration and cochairinan
of the Mrak Commission's Ad-

visory Panel on Teratogenicity

of Pesticides. "If 2,4 D didn't
break down, from (he heal, and
I don't (hink it would," he says,
"it would go directly to your
bloodstream from the lungs."


